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Marist Sisters: Region of Asia-Pacific 
Aotearoa-New Zealand … Australia … Fiji … The Philippines 

 

Regional News – July 2014 
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 Anniversary of Fourvière Pledge on 23rd July; 

 Jeanne-Marie Chavoin’s work in Her name – acknowledged 

recently in France with the erection of this plaque in the parish 

church of Jarnosse where our foundress died; and  

 the work undertaken in Her name today by the Marist Sisters.   

             

 

After eighty-six years… 

…the Marist Sisters have left Waitaruke. On Saturday 14th June a magnificent 

farewell took place. Sister Gemma Wilson, Sector Leader, was present together with 

seven Sisters who have ministered there, each wearing an orchid spray given by 

Mary Smith, a close friend.  The celebration began with Eucharist in the little 

church on the settlement.  The celebrants were Fr Sam Pulanco, parish priest, two 

Marist priests, Frs David Moore and Peter McDermott, as well as Fr Sean O’Connor 

from Kaitaia and Pa Henare Tate. School children led Maori hymns in several parts. 

Fr Sam gave a touching sermon referring not only to the presence and work of the 

Sisters but also to the Marist charism and mission.  A photo collage of many Sisters 

and their work over the years was placed under the altar.  Powerpoint images displayed further aspects of 

their life and ministry since 1928.  After Communion, Rewi, a Maori seminarian, together with Wiremu of the 

parish, led the singing of the De Profundis in Maori for all the deceased Marist Sisters who had lived in the 

North.  Then Sister Isabelle presented a plaque of New Zealand rimu wood engraved in Maori and English 

(photo below right) to be placed in the church as a reminder of the Marist Sisters’ abiding connection with 

Waitaruke. After Mass the Sisters were welcomed on to the marae with the traditional powhiri.  Following 

several speeches, Sister Gemma thanked all present.  She writes: 

There were many sad hearts on this day but the predominant feeling 

was of gratitude to God and to the many Sisters who had lived and 

worked with the Maori people for so many years.  One could sense the 

unconditional love that the people have, and always had, for our Sisters 

over the years.  Sisters Aloysia and Rita Gardiner are buried in the 

little cemetery on the hill, but in another and deeper sense, the Marist 

Sisters have left their spirit and their presence in this place. 

2014 

No.1 

Pope Francis on Memory 

…A Christian without memory is not a true Christian but only halfway there: a man or a woman, a prisoner of 
the moment, who doesn’t know how to treasure his or her history, doesn’t know how to read it and live it as 
salvation history. With the help of the Holy Spirit, however, we are able to interpret interior inspirations and 
life events in light of Jesus’ words. And thus, within us grows the knowledge of memory, knowledge of the 
heart, which is a gift of the Spirit. May the Holy Spirit rekindle the Christian memory within all of us! And there 
that day with the Apostles was our Lady of Memory, who from the beginning meditated on all those things in 
her heart. Mary, our Mother, was there. May she help us on this path of memory…  Pentecost Homily 8 June 2014 

Sr Gemma (left) about 
 to receive an orchid 
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From the heart of Sydney to its outer West 

Making Connections … for those who seek God 
After 27 years of leading Marist Sisters’ College Woolwich, Sr Fidelis writes of her new “Upbeat Ministry”: 

I work in The Rocks, Sydney, at St. Patrick’s, a parish known as a spiritual oasis in 

the heart of the city. To work here is a privilege and sometimes a challenge, and it 

always has a certain dynamism. There are a few reasons for this: First of all, working 

here with a community of Marist Fathers who are passionate about their ministry of 

serving the community is an enriching privilege.  Then, there are the worshippers at 

St Pat’s. These men and women are as varied and interesting as a group could possibly 

be and when I work in the courtyard on Sundays 

I have the opportunity of building new 

relationships and fielding all kinds of queries. 

Part of my work entails being responsible for the RCIA program and this 

is also a privilege and challenge trying to help people connect with God. It 

is inspiring to find so many people prepared to make a real commitment to 

their faith. Preparing volunteers to minister as Welcomers, Readers and 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion gives me the opportunity to 

be directly involved in new learning – both theirs and mine.  All this gives me the privilege of working with, 

and maybe even having a positive impact on people whose stories deepen the value of this oasis.  

…for Refugees … 
During Refugee Week this year, our Blacktown community 

experienced the journey of a refugee when they visited “The 

Refugee Camp in my Neighbourhood” exhibition in Auburn. Replica 

tent displays with items such as toys created from tin cans, sandals 

made from car tyres, bedding, food and cooking equipment from 

actual refugee camp settings and the stories shared by tour guides, 

former refugees or asylum seekers, gave insight into the realities 

of daily life in a refugee camp. Along the way they encountered the 

challenges and struggles of refugees, including trying to access 

UNCHR, resettlement application processes and the alternate 

choices people make - an experience leaving a lasting impression! 

… for the Homeless  

Sr Celina regularly joins in the Youth Activities at St Patrick’s Parish, 

Blacktown.  In late June, the youth had a sleep-out.  The evening began with 

Celina presenting a reflection on homelessness and her weekly ministry at 

Matthew Talbot Hostel.  The youth were touched to realise that nearly half 

of the estimated 100, 000 homeless people in Australia are under 25.  

Crossing the seas to connect with our origins 

A pilgrimage to the Marist places of origin, Paris, Belley, Cerdon, Coutouvre, La 

Neylière, Lyon, Fourvière, Le Puy, l’Hermitage, La Valla, Jarnosse, Rozet and an 

option for extra days in Rome was ably led by Fr Ray Chapman SM assisted by 

Margaret Woods, co-ordinator of Marist Laity Australia. The mixed group of lay 

people flew out on 21st April staying until 1st May in France and the Rome 

extension concluded on 6th May. They all returned full of joy, enthusiasm and an 

understanding of the rather complicated story of the beginnings of the Marist 

family branches. Sr Marie Berise writes: Jenny Bolster from Villa Maria Lay 

Marist group gave a wonderful exegesis of the whole pilgrimage at the meeting 

on May 10th, as did Margaret Woods’ powerpoint presentation at the May 

reflection day in the crypt of Saint Patrick’s.  

Sisters Noelene, Judith and Celina  
at the Refugee Camp exhibition 

Sr Celina (right) with Youth 
Coordinator Blacktown 

Courtyard Ministry 

RCIA Program 
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The poor are remembered in Davao…     

the homeless… 

Due to a recent tragic fire, 200 Badjao families lost everything. Above (from left to right) we see i) the 

Evacuation Centre in which they have been permitted to stay for two months; ii) the new site to which they 

are given one week to relocate; iii) Sister Monica Lum on one of her regular visits to support and encourage.   

… the exploited…  

Sister Edna (above) has a key role in programmes offered to women and children affected by trafficking. 

The three-day Life Skills Education seminar aims to develop the life skills of trafficked children and young 

women specifically their interpersonal and communication skills, coping skills, conflict resolution, decision 

making and problem solving.  Different learning strategies are utilized to help in conveying the key messages 

of life skills. 

Process Counselling assists the children and women to know themselves through the experiences which have 

shaped them into the persons they are now. They learn to recognize their innate goodness and their frailties. 

They identify people who played important roles in their lives. Importantly, the processing helps the children 

and women to forgive themselves and others who caused pain and to start the process of emotional healing.  

Child Sexual Abuse Prevention is a special program begun in 2012 by some non-government organizations in 

partnership with one another. Edna has been associated with Talikala in particular for some years.  

… those trying to recover lost lives… 

At the Drug Rehabilitation Centre (above), Holy Week Activities were facilitated by Sister Lilibeth and a 

young woman who is a candidate for the Marist Sisters.  They organised times of reflection, particularly for 

the young offenders who are residents at the Centre.  Fr Damien Dempsey SM celebrated the liturgies for 

the three major days as well as offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
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We rejoice 

with our 

Jubilarians 

for 2014 

75 years 

Sr Loyola Grehan 

70 years 

Sr Gabriel Forster 

60 years 

Sr Marie Challacombe 

Sr Patricia Bartley 

Sr Rose Harris 

 

 
We sing 

Alleluia with  
- Sr Judith O’Donnell 

who departed this life on 

26
th
 April 2014. 

Rest in peace, dear Judy!  

 

We 

congratulate 

Sr Doreen McOscar on 

attaining 100 years of age 

on 25
th
 May 2014! 

 

Enabling  

…children to be still 

These students from Marist 

Brothers’ primary (left) and 

secondary schools (above) are 

helped to meditate by a team including Srs Marlene and Lavinia.  
… adults to learn… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Salome (above back) is very active 

at the Navesi Training Centre for 

Catechists – from teaching to cooking 

lunch (left) for the conscientious 

students! 

…and all to rejoice  
in achievement! 
No less determined are the 

members of Class One at 

Lami Convent Primary 

School. Here Sr Vika and 

her pupils are justifiably 

proud of the fruit of their 

hard work! 
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