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Taking time to focus on what matters 
Fourteen of our Sisters who have not yet taken their Vows for life have gathered in Sydney for a time of 

Renewal. Basically, they are responding to an invitation to step aside from their usual busy lives and to focus 

on their relationship with God. A five-week programme will provide them with the opportunity for their “jars 

to be filled with the grace of God”. Part of the treasure being offered to them is simply to meet one 

another. Those from this Region – our Fijians, Filipinas and Papua New Guineans – will spend time with three 

from the Region of Eur-Africa and two from the Region of Atlantica. They are experiencing great joy in just 

being together. May our God speak to their hearts.   
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At our last General Chapter we Marist Sisters recognised the call to trust as Mary did at Cana. 
In our times, too, the wine is running short – that is, the wine of hope, the wine of joy. 

Faced with the sorrows, disasters and tragedies of today, and aware of our few numbers, 
we can wonder how we can possibly make a difference in this vast and complex world. 

Yet, Mary seems to be reminding us to allow our jars to be filled afresh,  
so that, transformed by God’s love and grace, we may become new wine  

capable of quenching the thirst of the spiritually parched in our times. 
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           Trusting in the midst of disaster… 
   During the recent devastating Typhoon our Sisters were quite safe as they live 

farther south than the affected area. However, one happened to be having a 3-day holiday with her family at 

the time on Boracay Island when news of the Typhoon’s approach was broadcast. Unable to leave in time for 

their plane flight on Thursday 7th November they stayed in a hotel and listened to the warnings. Sr Sheila 

recounted that her family heard what happened to Tacloban and were warned that on Friday the Typhoon 

would pass by at 1pm to 3pm. Everyone was asked to get ready. All shops were closed. So accurate was the 

forecast that when the Typhoon came, the wind was so strong that trees were pulled out, electric posts 

thrown down and windows broken. It was a terrible experience. After being stranded for two days, the group 

travelled by land to the next city and saw many devastating scenes before arriving home on Sunday night. 

 

Sheila writes: Could I ask you to pray for the people of 

the Philippines? At 1 pm each day, please stop, and pray. 

Think of the people of the Philippines. We are 1 human 

family. We are 1 in Christ and at 1 pm the Typhoon 

struck. Please pray this prayer: “Dear God, please be 

with the people of Philippines. The many mothers, 

fathers, sisters, brothers, daughters and sons who have 

lost so much. We pray that by your help O God you might 

bring about hope amongst this devastation. Mary the 

Mother of Jesus, pray for us. Joseph her spouse, pray for 

us. Jesus their Son, pray for us. All our Marist Saints, pray 

for us. Thank you Merciful Father. Amen.” I ask that you 

pray this prayer each day at 1 pm until Christmas.  

 

Facing the truth of the situation 

        On 19th October the Social Justice Group of 

the Marist Sisters in Australia, in collaboration with those 

of the Marist Fathers and Hunters Hill Parish, hosted an 

information afternoon on the situation of children in 

detention.  Students from Monte Sant’ Angelo College 

participated.  As people came in, they saw the students 'in 

detention', behind wire.  Later the students presented a 

reflection and Fr Kev Bates SM sang his song, 'Razor Wire'.  

Professor Louise Newman (Monash University, 

Developmental Psychiatry), spoke about the detrimental 

psychological consequences for children who spend time in 

detention centres. Abdi, a Somalian refugee, shared about his 

experience as he fled from his country, the long sojourn in other countries and his settling in Australia. The 

afternoon was a very enlightening and profitable one.   
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Recognising the movement of God’s grace… 
On November 17th members of the Marist family in Auckland gathered 

at the Marist parish of St Anne, Manurewa to celebrate the 175th 

anniversary of the arrival of Bishop Pompallier and the first Marists to 

New Zealand. The afternoon began with some background information 

from Fr Blazoni SM about the coming of the group to Oceania.  During 

the time of prayer composed and led by Sr Marie, there were accounts 

of Marist beginnings here from Bishop Pompallier, his companion, Fr 

Servant SM, Fr Colin, our early Sisters, St Marcellin Champagnat and 

Pauline Jaricot whose publication ‘Annals of the Missions of Oceania’ 

later inspired Francoise Perroton and the other predecessors of the 

Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary.  Fr Chris Skinner SM led the 

songs throughout the prayer. Then groups were formed to find answers 

to a set of questions relating to Marist history in New Zealand. The 

answers could be found in the material on display prepared by each 

branch of the Marist Family. Afternoon tea and further socializing 

concluded a most inspiring and informative celebration.  

…and education as a channel of that grace! 
                  On 3rd November, the Fiji Times reported: When the Marist 

Convent School was first established by the Marist Sisters, Lami was 

still considered a rural area and the current school playground was still a 

swamp. Back then the first students — from families in Delainavesi and 

Togalevu village, had to be taught in the wooden Catholic Church at 

Nukuwatu as they waited for the first L-shaped building to be 

constructed. And yesterday 60 years on from those first days, former 

students joined the Marist Sisters to remember the sacrifices made 

and to celebrate the school’s diamond anniversary.     

 

On 16th November, the same newspaper 

highlighted the Graduation Ceremony 

at Corpus Christi Teachers’ College. 

The first of our Sisters to serve on 

the staff of the College was Sr Cora 

Bergin (formerly Sr Julian Eymard) 

who died just recently.  

Among the 34 graduates for 2013 

were Sisters Titilia and Stephanie. 
(See right: with Sr Rita and a little friend 

looking on) 

They received their diplomas from the Prime Minister, no less, who was quoted as saying: 

"Of all the vocations, teaching is among the most noble." 

Sr Teresa Naidu cuts the jubilee cake, 
Sr Mariana Tevurega behind 

Srs Karin and Marie Challacombe with 
the Marist Sisters’ display 
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Reflecting on the wider scope of Marist life 

Recently Marist Laity Australia hosted a Reflection Day led by Dominic Arcamone on “Conversion”. Sr Marie 

Berise attended and found herself reflecting on the amazing connections between the ministry of our wider 

Church and the particular approach inherited by Marists from our founders of the 19th century.  

Amongst a number of examples, Sr Marie sees a wonderful link with 

another worldwide important Marian Movement “The Word of Mary” 

Focolare, noting: Marists can relate and fit in perfectly with its 

multicultural, ecumenical character reaching out to all the great religions 

of the world and atheists. Then too many Marists have become involved in 

the Christian Meditation World Community. She herself, together with a 

lay Marist – Mrs Pam Lubrano - has been teaching this form of meditation 

for seven years at Marist Sisters’ College Woolwich to help young people 

tap into their interior selves and find silence and peace in a world where 

technology can overwhelm.  Another ministry which connects quite 

naturally with the Marist approach is the care of the disabled as 

exemplified by L’Arche (Jean Vanier Communities).    

Marie’s reflection continues: These are just a few examples of specific wider ministries in our Church.  The 

beauty of our spirit and charism is that it is so free and flexible, open to any need at any time.  As I grow 

older everything becomes simpler, more integrated but all day and all night EVERYTHING IS MINISTRY.  

Mary understood this so well – the Marriage Feast of Cana is an example but even more so Mary at the foot 

of the Cross, the mysterious ministry of suffering – the redemption of all moving to the Resurrection and 

then Mary with the Church, coming into being the early Church – her ministry to the Apostles and Disciples 

there – what a ministry that was!!!  We in every circumstance, small or great, are living in this magnificent 

yet broken world permeated by the mystery of God’s love which is surely guiding us through Mary to be 

“bearers of hope”. Let us join with Pope Francis’ concluding prayer from the encyclical “Lumen Fidei”: 

Mother, help our faith. 
Open our ears to hear God’s word and to recognize his voice and call. 

Awaken in us a desire to follow in his footsteps, 
to go forth from our own land and to receive his promise. 

Help us to be touched by his love, that we may touch him in faith. 
Help us to entrust ourselves fully to him and to believe in his love, 

especially in times of trial, beneath the shadow of the Cross 
when our faith is called to mature. 

Sow in our faith the joy of the Risen One. 
Remind us that those who believe are never alone. 

Teach us to see all things with the eyes of Jesus 
that he may be Light for our path. 

 

We sing Alleluia 

with our Sisters: 
Sr Makareta Gilbert (Basil) 

who departed this life on                              

9
th
 September 2013 

Sr Cora Bergin  

(Julian Eymard) who 

departed this life on                           

28
th
 September 2013 

May they rest  

in 

peace

 

Wishing all our readers  
Christmas blessings of love, peace and joy 

to carry you through the year ahead 

in the company of Mary. 
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