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              Learning to make music 

Lami Convent School normally celebrates the Eucharist every first Friday 

of the month.  On 5th July Sister Val played the guitar alongside someone 

more experienced. The guitar (featured in our last Newsletter) has come 

in handy and the Sisters are learning to make the most of it - slowly but 

surely. For Val playing at the Mass was a challenging yet joy-filled moment.  

From the highlands to the city 

Sister Lora had plenty of reason to smile recently 

when she took her classes 1 & 2 on an educational trip to Lautoka and Nadi. Lora 

explains: For many of those students, it was the first time for them to leave Nadelei. 
As highlanders, these children were so intrigued to have seen the sea and the city. If 
only you were here to hear and see each one of them and the excitement in their 
faces… They travelled by bus, stopping off at Lautoka as well as Nadi.   They explored 

the banks, ATM machines, hotel, church and Post Office – this last will be remembered 

particularly as for many of the children it was a first time to see and feel carpet! 

On the island of Taveuni  
Less than a year ago Sr Rosemary, having just completed a Renewal 

Course, was invited to help out at Holy Cross College in Wairiki 

Parish. Now Head of the Religion Department, she finds it a great 

privilege to work with the few Catholic teachers in the 

school.   With only nine Catholics out of 33 teachers, Rosemary has 

conducted Professional Development sessions for staff based on 

material received during last year’s course. Rosemary enjoys 

teaching her Religion class and has introduced Christian Meditation 

to most classes, explaining: It is wonderful to feel the atmosphere 
of prayer in the classroom.   It certainly sets the tone for our 
Religion classes. 

Rosemary also runs the Stationery Shop, seeing it as a service to 

the students as well as a lovely way to meet the students and get to know them.       

2013 

No.1 

Pope Francis, Fourvière and Marists today! 

On 10th July this year our Pope Francis tweeted: If we wish to follow Christ closely, we cannot choose an easy, 
quiet life. It will be a demanding life, but full of joy. On 23rd July we celebrate the anniversary of that great 
moment in 1816 when our pioneers pledged to begin the Society of Mary. In pen and ink they communicated 
their desire, with passion, yet realism. Like Francis today, they recognised the demands of their calling - and 
they experienced a deep, abiding joy. Our Sisters too continue to face challenges and still there is JOY! 
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In hospital and home 
On returning from Senegal Sr Elizabeth completed a 

CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) course and took up 

ministry at St Vincent’s Private Hospital.  Elizabeth 

found her work deeply satisfying.   With her ability to 

converse in French, she had great joy in meeting 

patients from New Caledonia grateful to speak in a 

familiar language.  Given the diverse religious (or non-

religious) backgrounds of the patients, Elizabeth says: 

This work provided much scope for our Marist charism as, 
practically without exception, patients were happy to have someone to listen to them with compassion and 
empathy, to encourage them to develop their own inner resources and to celebrate the sacred in their lives.   

After 12 years of ministering within the hospital, due to changing circumstances, Elizabeth is now visiting 

people in need in their own homes.  Recommended by the Sisters of Charity Outreach Program, by doctors or 

social workers either from St Vincent’s or The Prince of Wales Hospitals, many of these people live alone and 

are very elderly or incapacitated.   Elizabeth is appreciating this development of her outreach,   as well as 

recognising all the help we as Marist Sisters (or religious in general) receive as we grow older.   

In the Outback 
Sr Cath Lacey writes: This year Tambo, the oldest town in 
the Central West of Queensland, is celebrating 150 years 
since its first settlement by Major Mitchell.  Mary 
(Farrelly) and I were invited to the week of celebrations 
including the ‘Cemetery Excursion’ - a beautiful ceremony of 
remembrance & prayer.  At the conclusion those present 

placed a posy of artificial flowers on each of the graves, 

leaving behind a wonderful sea of colour.  Mary and Cath 

stayed with the townsfolk for two days. 

 

From PNG to Inner-Sydney 
Sr Celina is a volunteer at De Porres House, a drop-in centre for 

Homeless People both male and female. She has found it a great 

experience to join other volunteers every Thursday to prepare a 

shared dinner and Eucharist with people who are homeless or 

more correctly who have homes to live in now but who have been 

part of the Cana community for years.  What touches Celina 

most is the sense of community, the joy, love, the oneness, the 

way the community members accept who they are and their 

openness to share their stories and lives. In her own words: 

Every Thursday has brand new experiences in store for me and 
it does not matter if I see the same person every Thursday. 
This experience teaches me to be more compassionate, loving 
and generous and it helps me value and treasure each person as 
they are - they are a precious gift to me. I am so grateful that 
as Marist Sisters this is what our Charism calls us to be.  Being  
Mary’s presence in the services that we provide to those we 
come in contact with.   
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Auckland’s Indian Community 
Sister Patricia Sarju knows about the time and patience it takes to 

introduce something different into our church community. 

When we, as an Indian Catholic community emigrated from Fiji to 
New Zealand, we came with deeply embedded and cherished 
traditions and values but at Eucharistic celebrations to which we 
were welcomed we held back from exposing our ethnic 
worshipping rituals, not knowing if they would be acceptable. At 
first we formed a little prayer group called a ‘mandali’ to read 
scripture, in Hindi and English, pray, share and sing Hindi hymns. 

Patricia’s Marist Sisters supported her ministry and it was in the 

Sisters’ Mt Albert chapel in 1994 that the first Hindi Mass was 

celebrated for the little Indian community (pictured).  The 

practice grew and some parishes welcomed such opportunities too, 

especially for the Mass for Diwali, the Indian Festival of Lights with its focus on Christ the Light of the 

World.  On two occasions this was incorporated into the ordinary Sunday Mass enabling participation by 

others who enjoyed something they had not witnessed before. These days – as was always the intention – the 

Indian community is well inserted in parish life. 

Patricia pays tribute to the team spirit of the various ethnic groups within the ‘Indian‘ chaplaincy - Fiji 
Indians, Indians from India, and Sri Lankans - which has contributed greatly towards the success of our 
faith journey since our small beginnings. 

 

Combined Effort for Pregnancy Help 
Back in the 90s Sr Margarita became involved in this ministry while 

living in Orakei, crocheting beautiful baby shawls and cot covers.  Now 

in Waitaruke Margarita regularly sends lovely items to the centre in 

Wyndham Street. Sr Catherine Lawson sends warm knitted caps for 

babies and toddlers. In Mt Albert Sr Patricia Bowley continues to 

produce quirky knitted toys (pictured) as well as gathering a group of 

parishioners who make rugs, while Sr Karin sews cot quilts and other small items.  Currently in Papatoetoe Sr 

Kathleen Bright has helped out at a number of centres. Several other Sisters have helped in past years.  

Karin writes: We are happy to support this group which provides so many services for mothers-to-be, some 
of whom have very little financial help and very little support from their families.  

Social Work Ministry 
At De La Salle College, Mangere, Sr Noela 

accompanies students who struggle with difficulties 

in the college or at home, working with individual 

students and their families. An important part of 

Noela’s role is to co-ordinate programmes both within 

and outside the college.  Among these, particularly 

successful is the USO (Understanding Samoan 

Obligations) programme which Noela and her 

colleague Andrew (in background) have devised; this 

assists Samoan students from Years 10 to 12 who have 

leadership qualities but have missed out on their cultural identity. While social work can be very demanding 

Noela is happy to support students in recognising and developing their gifts and talents so as to enable them 

to contribute to both school and community. 
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At the wedding feast!   
 

Sisters Veronica Lum, April and Sheila (marked by arrows l. to r.) together 

with other members of the Marist Family (priests and lay helpers) attended 

an unusually large wedding recently.  The ten grooms were all inmates at the 

Davao Jail while each of the brides lives outside in the hope of her husband’s 

release. April was instrumental in the organising of the ceremony. 
 

Feeding the hungry… 
At the centre for the Badgao 

children Sister Monica Lum (in 
the foreground) helps to feed 

these otherwise alienated sea 

gypsies.  Not recognised by 

government authorities their 

families are so grateful for the 

care given through the financial 

support of the Marist Mission 

Centre in Sydney. 

 

Most people like to relax on a 

Friday night but that’s the time 

when Sister Kalala (right of 
picture) joins a group to 

distribute food to the hungry 

street kids of Davao. These 

“Good Samaritans” enjoy their 

work and one another’s company. 

 

 
 

We rejoice 
with our 

Jubilarians 
for  

2013 
 

70 years 

Sr Antonia Avey 

 

60 years 

Sr Veronica Taylor 

Sr Marie Clarke  

Sr Juliana Massey 

 

50 years 

Sr Francine McGovern 

Sr Mary Farrelly 

Sr Gemma Pearson 

 

25 years 

Sr Mariana Maramanicava 

Sr Iulia Pua 
 

 
 

We sing 
Alleluia with  

- Sr Tecla Scala (Angela) 

who departed this life on 

5
th
 June 2013. 

May our dear “Angie” 

rest in peace.  

 

 

“God seemed to want to make us forget what nature found painful, by an indescribable joy and happiness.” 
Our foundress recalling the move from Cerdon to Belley… RMJ 99 [35] 


