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Doreen McOscar 25th May 2014 – 29th November 2014 

Pope Francis says the effectiveness of consecrated life depends on the eloquence of… 

lives which radiate the joy and beauty of living the Gospel and following Christ to the 

full.  Sister Doreen did just that. With an infectious freedom of spirit, she exuded joy 

and genuine interest in all whom she met. This was particularly true of her students and, 

later, ex-students. Her warm encouragement drew out the best in each of them and in 

many of us who had the privilege of living with her. Doreen ministered in Australia, Fiji 

and New Zealand and lived in the Philippines while attending the EAPI. She also served 

on the General Council in Rome.           Alleluia, Doreen! We thank our God for you. 

 

Celebrating Thanksgiving in Davao Prison  

In Davao there are women in prison who are celebrating 

Thanksgiving this year. These women are grateful for the 

Marist Sisters - especially they give thanks for Sister Analulu 

who now lives in Auckland.                                                                

Gina T (left) as she’s fondly called is the head of female 

livelihood. According to her, Sr Ana introduced the livelihood 

program to the inmates and she’s very proud of their achievements. 

This program has empowered them to harness their talents and build 

up the resources of the community. Their projects are the means of securing basic 

necessities enabling them to send money to help their children go to school. It seems 

their troubles began with their failure to make a living.  

These women are so grateful for the encouragement and support they have received 

along the way. In spite of their circumstances, they now have the means of moving 

forward and, therefore, a reason to rejoice! 
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Year of Consecrated Life: 30
th
 November 2014 – 2

nd
 February 2016 

Pope Francis has proclaimed a Year of Consecrated Life to coincide with the 50th Anniversary of the Second 
Vatican Council which brought about a profound renewal of religious life.  Now we Marist Sisters – together 
with others who consecrated their lives to God – are urged to look to the past with gratitude, to live the 
present with passion and to embrace the future with hope. It is particularly heartening for us that this Year of 
Consecrated Life is entrusted to…  Mary, the Virgin of listening and contemplation, the first disciple of her 
beloved Son.  Let us look to her, the highly beloved daughter of the Father, endowed with every gift of grace, as 
the unsurpassed model for all those who follow Christ in love of God and service to their neighbour.  

From the Vatican, 21 November 2014, Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
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- In New Zealand’s North 

The newly settled community in Kaikohe has wasted no time in becoming inserted and 

active. Sisters Kathleen Bright, Isabelle and Catherine Lawson began simply - by 

being friendly, helpful and available to the people around. Kathleen explains this was so 

that they will feel comfortable asking us about ourselves and church matters like 

baptisms.  We attend the funerals of people the Sisters have known over the years and 

travel from one part of the Mid North parish to another - to Rawene, Moerewa and Paihia 

for Sunday Mass and occasionally call in to Waitaruke.  

Now among the three of them there are visits to the elderly in their homes taking Holy 

Communion as necessary, quiet support of the parish by taking a turn on the Readers/ 

Communion Ministers roster, assistance to Meals on Wheels and attendance at Te Tai 

Tokerau and Katekita meetings, as well as linking up regularly with Sr Margarita who 

resides in a nearby nursing home.   

The Sisters have a good relationship with other members of the Marist Family who live 

locally. Through one of the Brothers new opportunities are opening up for ministry among 

young people who gather after school in the hall of the sports' grounds, and also in a new 

drop-in centre in the town. They also live very ecumenically with nearest neighbours being 

Mormon and Jehovah.  

And they make connections: from priests and people in need to the local Warehouse to 

provide Christmas boxes for children.   All is done in Mary’s Name!  

- In Australia’s Wollongong Diocese  
Sister Ruth ministers among people with disability and/or mental 

illness.  Fun is part of the agenda! Once a month there is a Friday 

night disco.  It is thoroughly enjoyed by 30-40 people of all 

ages, those with moderate intellectual disability to those with 

severe intellectual disability and the wheelchair-bound who 

come with their Carers.   A young man who works as a sound 

technician and DJ for a radio station gives his time to provide 

very professional music – disco lights and all.  ABBA is a big 

favourite and finishing with the Hoki Poki is a must. Supper is 

served mid-evening. Ruth (left in photo) finds stepping on to the 

dance floor is a great and a fun way to get to know people. 

     

Sister Patricia Bartley works voluntarily teaching English to 

New Australians.  She finds it very rewarding to see 

them grasping our challenging language and is touched 

by many beautiful people who have managed to come 

here for a better life, many from very difficult 

circumstances. Trish has been invited by the Mayor 

of Campbelltown to attend a ceremony at the City Hall 

in recognition of the volunteers who serve in the area. 

Ruth (left) in fun mode 

Trish with her happy  class 
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- Among the children of Fiji’s Schools…  
The Marist Sisters continue their involvement in the ministry of 

education. End-of-year celebrations are a time to 

rejoice in what has been achieved. (Top) Sister 

Raitiera (left) sits with staff at the Levuka School 

Graduation; (middle) Sister Birisita finishes her 

teaching practice; (below) among particularly 

successful Lami school graduates is the great-

nephew (left) of Sister Torika who ministers in 

the Philippines. 

 
- With the aged of East Sydney… 

Sister Elizabeth ministers with the 

Sisters of Charity Outreach 

Eastern Area Visiting Program. 

She is a regular visitor to 

fourteen needy people, some of whom suffer from 

agoraphobia or severe depression, others from physical 

problems such as Parkinson’s disease.  All are lonely (some 

very lonely and they dread a season such as Christmas when 

they spend it alone) and are delighted to receive a visit on a 

regular basis. Four functions are organised each year to which the 

almost 100 people visited are invited.  Elizabeth says: Filled with the 

knowledge of just how much God loves each one of us it is this that I hope to convey to those whom I visit. 

 

- the disabled of Wellington  
Sister Francine is a music therapist. One of her 

ministries is conducted at the Redwood Club in Tawa which 

provides a Day Care service for people with varying types of 

dementia and other disabilities such as the effects of stroke or 

Parkinson’s disease and those frail elderly suffering from any 

condition which leaves them dependent on others. The purpose of the club is to 

support carers and their families. Francine gives an hourly music therapy session 

once a week for a group of 12-14 people. 

- and in solidarity with those trafficked in the Philippines  
Sister Veronica Lum recently attended a two-day summit on Human Trafficking. She found it very 

enlightening and inspiring to see so many people so passionately involved in trying to stop human trafficking. 

The NGO - Visayan Forum - is doing marvels working on prevention and awareness education amongst 

students in schools and youth groups.  The response is enthusiastic and the youth are forming "iFight" groups 

(I fight human trafficking). In our plan of action, Veronica says, we 

want to continue to spread this awareness-raising along with 

values formation amongst students and youth.  

(For more, see: http://www.endchildslaveryweek.org/) 
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… by supporting clergy and laity  
The Archbishop of Fiji, in his desire to establish a healthy Church for the future, is 

keen to provide spiritual formation. He requested Sister Marlene to join his 

Small Christian Community Team as one of the presenters in a 7-day workshop 

for parishes. The photo at right shows Marlene waiting to return home after 

one such trip to Savusavu. More recently, when the priests’ Retreat Director 

had an accident, Marlene was asked to take on the task of giving a retreat to 

25 priests. At first she thought the Archbishop was joking, but he was not.  

So, she did it! She shared what she has learned about prayer and meditation, 

and the various stages of the journey to finding one’s Centre!  

 

One wonders what could be more 

important for the future of a 

diocese than supporting the 

spiritual growth of priests 

and their people. 

 

 

 

…by caring for one 
another in the little,  

but so significant, things of life! 
(in other words, by being shepherds who ‘smell like their sheep’ - Pope Francis) 

A professor once asked a group of ministry students to give key words describing pastoral ministry. What 

were the top words in their list? (Now, before you read on, what word comes to mind for you?) The students’ 

words were preaching, fellowship, service, worship and diversity. What comes to mind for me is the 

Corporal Works of Mercy. This year I have witnessed a valuable internal ministry performed by Sister 

Maureen. Many other Sisters have done a similar ministry over the years but I must confess that I have 

been a ‘goat’ and have been oblivious to how key this ministry is to our Sisters. The corporal works of mercy 

are at the heart of what they have done and continue to do.  Surely it is a Marist ministry. It is ‘hidden and 

unknown’, not in any way glamorous, and yet it is meeting the basic needs of the Sisters. The Sisters are not 

literally hungry or thirsty for food or drink, but they may hunger for companionship or to know that someone 

cares and that they are not forgotten. Thankfully, they are not naked, but their clothes need mending, 

adjusting, washing or replacing. Visiting, talking and giving attention to the Sisters is often their most 

important need. Knowing what is going on in the Congregation and who is doing what is a way of keeping in 

touch and assisting them in not being imprisoned in their own small world. Thank you, Lord, for all the 

Sisters who have performed this ministry and the blessings they have bestowed on the lives of our sick 

Sisters through their words and actions.           Sister Fidelis McTeigue 

 
As my term as Regional Leader draws to a close on 1st February 2015, I want to thank you for your prayers 

and active support over these past years.  On behalf of Srs Margaret Vaney and Vivienne Goldstein 

(Regional Councillors) I wish you every joy and blessing this Christmas.  May each of us discover Jesus 

anew in those moments when we give and receive love and peace.  In Mary’s Name,          Sr Julie Brand SM   

 

Marlene and the retreatants 
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