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Marist Sisters: Region of Asia-Pacific 
Aotearoa-New Zealand  /  Australia  /  Fiji  /  The Philippines 

 

Regional News – July 2012 
 

 

Called not to perform a particular work, 

rather to work in a particular way! 

Two hundred years ago, on 15th August 1812, a young man visiting the Marian Shrine at Le Puy in France 

received a powerful message from Mary herself. In short, he understood her to say: This is what a want… a 
Society in my name, whose members will be called Marists…  

 A few years later on 23rd July 1816 that same young man (by then an ordained priest) and 11 others 

gathered at a Marian Shrine in Lyon on the hill of Fourvière and pledged themselves to begin the Society of 

Mary. Even as early as that they had in mind a group - somewhat like a tree with many branches – including 

women as well as men, lay people as well as religious and priests with vows. And they understood that what 

they were being called to was not so much a particular apostolate, but rather they were to act in the name of 

Mary – to live the Gospel in her way. 

Today across Asia-Pacific, there are Marists of all types – engaged in carrying out Mary’s wish - among them 

the Marist Sisters, seen here in action. 

Every Friday night Sr Gemma Wilson meets with 20-30 

Latin American people (pictured) of all ages and from 

many countries: Chile, Colombia, Brazil, Peru, Argentina 

and Ecuador.  This ecumenical group begins with sharing 

the ups and downs of their lives in the past week and 

then reflects together on the Gospel for the following 

Sunday. Their gathering concludes with supper – 

whatever they bring!  Gemma sometimes helps individuals 

from the group with translations or counselling and, 

where possible, she attends birthday and other 

celebrations with them. Gemma also meets with a small 

group of religious to study the issue of human trafficking 

in the Pacific.   

For years our Sisters in Wellington have supported a drop-in centre in St Mary of the Angels’ crypt for 

needy folk of the city.  Sr Antonia travelled by train one day a week to join the volunteers in preparing food 

and numerous cups of tea as she welcomed those who came.  When Antonia was unable to continue this 

ministry, Sr Analulu became involved and more recently Srs Makareta and Catherine Lawson.  Sadly this year 

the Catholic Social Services decided that the site of the crypt is an earthquake risk. So later this year 

there will be a closure ceremony for a very worthwhile service with which our Sisters helped. 

A new house in Papatoetoe is well placed for outreach. Srs Kathleen 

Bright and Analulu have wasted no time in getting involved locally – with 

sacramental programmes in the parish and in nearby parishes, with St 

Vincent de Paul, helping children with learning difficulties, visiting in 

conjunction with Age Concern and Pregnancy Help and supporting the  

visually impaired, as well as our own frail Sisters.   
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The Marist Sisters have been involved with LOGOS Youth Development 

Team since its beginning. Founded in 2000 by the Society of Mary, 

Logos works to the Marist principles of hope, reconciliation compassion, 

mercy, respect for others, commitment to the poor and those who find 

themselves on the margins of our society.  Logos, from the Greet means 

‘The Word’ – a word for Jesus.  By using this as its title, the Logos 

project has made a commitment to living Gospel values and making them 

real in today’s world.  (Logos website - www.logos.org.nz) 

The Sisters respond to the various requests for assistance as spiritual 

guides, providing administrative assistance, working with the team in a 

formative and educative way, providing resources as requested and also financial assistance.  At present Sr 

Juliana gives weekly administrative assistance in a range of tasks.  Recently, Sr Lorraine gave input on the 

liturgical year as a way of assisting the core team (pictured left).   

 

 

 

Our Barcaldine-based Sisters, Cath Lacey and Mary Farrelly, 

minister to people on properties and in small towns over a vast 

area.  This can mean anything from just sharing a cuppa, listening 

to the concerns of the people, comforting the grieving, conducting 

funerals and baptisms (pictured right) or preparing children and 

parents for the reception of the Sacraments.  

Cath shares a recent development: Sacramental preparation can be very difficult given the tyranny of the 
vast distances we cover. It means thinking of other ways of doing things besides face-to-face meetings.  
Last year I was given permission to use the Longreach School of Distance Education phone bridge, which 
means that I can give a lesson over the phone to a number of children at the same time.  It’s a bit like a 
conference call without the cost.  Now I can reach children as far away as the NT border. Cath also 

broadcasts weekly RE lessons for younger children. She says: While I can’t see what the children are doing 
with their programme sheets, I trust that something is happening and we do have fun.  

  

As NSW Project Worker for ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against 

Trafficking in Humans), Sr Noelene Simmons (pictured) presents educational 

sessions on human trafficking to secondary school students, university 

students and parish social justice groups.  Participants are invited to respond 

to this issue in small ways, eg passing on what they have learnt or sending a 

postcard to a chocolate company encouraging the use of cocoa certified free 

of child labour. Advocacy is another important aspect of ACRATH’s work. 

From 19th–24th August Noelene will participate in the annual ACRATH team 

visit to Canberra to meet with members of Federal Parliament, Embassy 

official, the Australian Federal Police and other organisations.  Your prayerful 

support over these days would be very much appreciated.    
 

A new ministry has been developed in the Wollongong Diocese in conjunction 

with Catholic Care.  Sr Ruth has been appointed as Disability Advocate, her task being to identify and 

respond to the needs of the disabled and those who care for them. 

Sr Maureen offers Pastoral Care at Campbelltown Hospital in the Accident and Emergency Department and 

the Mental Health Unit.  She meets with people from a variety of backgrounds with stories ranging from joy 

to tragedy in their lives, all from health, emotional and spiritual/religious perspectives. In Maureen’s words:  

As it is a somewhat secular situation there is a mixture of religious beliefs and non-beliefs and in many 
instances I can truly say that I, too, am being ministered to by so many patients and staff as I hear their 
stories and their struggles. 
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Sr Raitiera with her class at Wairki, Taveuni 

Sr Vika at the Orphanage 

Srs Birisita and Valeria have been welcomed home 

to Fiji after first profession in the Philippines 

Helping Sr Salome  

clean up the garden 

Sr Vilo’s crop is ready to share! 
Sr Loyola is visited by her ex-students who 

tell her once again how much they appreciate 

all she taught them – they will  never forget! 
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Feeding of the Badjao children before  class – 
Srs Monica &Veronica and Fr Kevin Stewart at back 

Sr Arlene, accompanied by Sr Veronica, 
at the new pre-school funded by the 

Marist Mission Centre. 

Sr Terube tends a patient 
at a government hospital 

Sr Edna offers support to a prostituted child 

Sr April teaches the computer; Sr Sheila gives 
Communion and dental treatment to the prisoners 

Sr Lilibeth teaches catechism at the Drug Rehabilitation 
Centre assisted by Sr April (towards back of class at right) 

 

Thank you,  
dear Readers, for your 

loving support! 
 

We hold you in prayer, 
asking that Mary will 

accompany you  
every day of your  

life journey. 

Congratulations to Sr Sheila Manalo on her 
Final Profession as a Marist Sister in March 2012! 

(Pictured at work in Davao City Jail – right) 


